The meeting was called to order at 7:04pm in the
lower courtroom by president Terry Lewis. The
attendance was notable with the courtroom being
nearly full. Vice president Ronald Lambert led the
invocation. Secretary Mark J. Tidwell called roll ( 12
present, 3 absent, 1 vacancy) and read the
September minutes which were accepted. Coy
Crutchfield gave the treasurer’s report (57,424.12
balance) which was accepted. Shelia Westray gave
a trail report. It was decided that Justin Jones will
give the trail report in the future as he is out more
on the trails these days than Westray. Tommy
Overton gave the fundraising report for the
upcoming firearm raffle. E.L. Morton noted in the
publicity report that WLAF is running an
advertisement for the upcoming CORA barbeque at
Cove Lake State Park on October 5. Tidwell asked for
all newsletter submittals to be sent to him in the
next few weeks for the upcoming December issue.
Chairman Bill Stanley reviewed the list of supplies
for the upcoming barbeque and those assigned to
bring them.

With board business completed, Lewis asked
NCWMA manager Keith Thomas for any updates.
Thomas spoke to the elk hunts in progress with 5
bulls taken thus far. As for the archery bear hunt, 3
bears have been checked in thus far. There were no
updates on the unsolved elk poaching cases. The
trail mapping system is still in the works and has not
gone “live” yet.

The meeting then entered into a special session
with Dan Gibbs, TWRA Bear Program Leader, and
Janelle Musser, TWRA Black Bear Support Biologist.
They gave a presentation on the population of
Cumberland Plateau bears. The census for our area
is estimated to be 550, or .65 bear per 6,400 acres.

TWRA received 1,337 calls concerning
bear/human encounters in recent months. One
factor influencing the uptick has been the unusually
dry weather pushing bears to lower elevations in
search of water. Three myths of bear management
were covered in detail: (1) Trapping and relocation,
a scenario in which 81% of relocated bears perish
within 3 months. (2) Depredation tags, a scenario in
which oftentimes the wrong bear is killed while the
problem bear continues to be just that, a problem.
(3) Hunting can be implemented as a method to
control human/bear conflicts. Hunting actually has
little effect in controlling human/bear conflicts.

CORA was challenged to be proactive for
Campbell County in helping to get information out
about how to deal with bear/human interactions. A
variety of educational pamphlets were made
available at the end of the meeting. CORA will be
posting these on their website and social media
page.

The meeting dismissed at 8:48pm concluding a
very informative evening.

Left: TWRA trucks in the courthouse parking lot. Right: bear population
density chart.

Left, Janelle Musser, with Dan Gibbs to her right, discuss bear biology with
Tommy Overton and Terry and Jane Lewis.



